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and conspiracies. I am inclined to believe he has fears, and
he evidently wishes the President to be alarmed. He had
quite a story to-day, and read quite a long affidavit from
some one whom I do not recall, stating he had been in com-
munication with C. C. Clay and others in Canada, that
they wanted him to be one of a party to assassinate Pre-
sident Lincoln and his whole Cabinet. Dennison and
McCulloch and I thought the President seemed inclined to
give this rigmarole some credence. I think the story, though
plausibly got up, was chiefly humbug. Likely Stanton be-
lieves me stupid because I give so little heed to his sensa-
tional communications; but really a large portion of them
seem to me ludicrous and puerile. He still keeps up a guard
around his house, and never ventures out without a stout
man to accompany him who is ordinarily about ten feet be-
hind him. This body-guard is, I have no doubt, paid for
by the public. He urged a similar guard for me and others.

August 19, Saturday. I have a letter from Eames, who is
at Long Branch, ill, and has been there for three weeks. He
informs me that Senator Sumner wrote Mrs. E., with
whom he corresponds, wishing that she and her husband
would influence me to induce the President to change his
policy. This letter Eames found on his arrival at Long
Branch, and wrote Sumner he could not change me.

Sumner bewails the unanimity of the Cabinet; says
there is unexampled unanimity in New England against
the policy of the Administration; thinks I ought to resign;
says Wade and Fessenden are intending to make vigorous
opposition against it, etc., etc.

The proceedings of the political conventions in Maine
and Pennsylvania leave no doubt in my mind that exten-
sive operations are on foot for an organization hostile to
the Administration in the Republican or Union party.
The proceedings alluded to indicate the shape and charac-
ter of this movement. It is the old radical anti-Lincoln
movement of Wade and Winter Davis, with recruits.